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I John I 

| Beloved now are we the Sons of God, and it doth not 
ghet appear what we ſball be; but we know that 
. when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be lite him, for we 
. ſhall for bim hl oe 


HIS Chapter begins with an Exclama- 
tion, ſetting forth the Favour and Love 
of God to us, by which we are adopted 
as his Children. A Love indeed aſtoniſn- 
ing and worthy of God. It 20 fills believing Minds 
with Wonder and Joy : but ſurely their Senſe of ir 
will be much more affecting, when they ſee and 
| poſſeſs, what they muſt nom be contented to be- 
| hieve and hope. At preſent their State does not, to 
the World, appear to be at all diſtinguiſſit, with 
reſpect to Happineſs, above that of other Men- 
Sometimes tis quite otherwiſe, and a ſevere Diſcip- 
line is appointed for them. Vet now are they the 
TS „„ II/ 6 Rs 
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| US 
Sons of God, however depreſt their Circumſtances; 
Day ſhine in the Glory that becomes them as ſuch, + 
A Glory that it was not intended to manifeſt, in 
this World : tis reſerved for them till the Day of 
CnxRISr's Appearance. Mben be ſhall appear we 
all be like bim, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
12 doth not yet appear what we ſhall be. It is 
not. known to the World, nor even to ourſelves. 
The Stages of Futurity that lie beyond the Grave, 
are in a great "Meaſure veiled from us. We know 
not what we ſhall be in a State of Separation from 
the Body. We have no-Acceſs to the World of 
Spirits. No Opportunity of converſing with the 
| Inhabitants of it. Reaſon teaches but little con- 
cerning it. And the Holy Scriptures do not deſcend 
to a particular Explanation. Perhaps we are not 
capable of underftanding a particular and exact De- 
ſcription. We have not Ideas of this ſort nor the 
| Means of receiving them. So we read 2 Cor. xit. 
4. that whcu the Apoſtle Paul was caught up to Pa- 
radiſe, be beard Words that it was not lawful, or 
(which is more probably the Meaning of the Word 
in this Place) not paſible for @ Man to utter. When 
we attempt to gratify our Minds in their curious 
Enquiries into the Circumſtances of that State, and 


felves immediately bewildered in Conjecture. And 
tho' probable Conjectures may be edifying as well 
as curious, yet they do not ſatisfy. 

How little do we know concerning the Powers 


Place to Place? What new Faculties ſpring up in it 
that ſhall anſwer to the Uſe of the bodily. Organs? 
How little do we know of its Place? How little of 
5 e jp its 


the Manner of our Exiſtence in it; we find our 


| of the Spirit in a ſeparate State? How it ſhall ſee 
or hear? How it thall converſe and move from 


1 = 
its Exerciſes ? Whether it is acquainted with, ur 
luov affected by, any thing that paſſes in this World 

Whether when it leaves the Body, the Mind is 


| Wholly ſtript of Matter; or whether as ſome think, 


there will be ſtill a ſubtil material Lodging, in which 
it ſhall dwel), and which it ſhall uſe as a Vehicle? 
What Objects may be diſcovered, that lie, at pre- 
fent, altogether concealed; as Colours from Perſons 
born blind, and Muſic from the Deat ? W hat Views 
it will have of thoſe Objects that are now roo great 
for our Comprehenſion ? Theſe things are all MI. 
tery. ä L 
How little do we know, again, of the Particu- 
lars of the Reſurreffion ? What Form the raiſed 
Body willbe of ? Whether it will retain thoſe Powers 
and Organs that ſeem to be adapted, purely, to our 
preſent State? Whether it will have any new Powers 
added? What World we ſhall inhabit ? What 
Work we ſhall have? Where Heav'n is, and the 
glorious Throne of God? How his Glory there 
appears? What would one not give, to have all 
theſe Queſtions, and others that might be put, an- 
ſwered to our Satisfaction? But God has not thought 
fit to do it: And this to pious and humble Minds 
is enough to quell the Impatience of Curioſity, and 
make them eaſy. Perhaps there is not an Inſtance 
in which Divine Soverezenty, in the Government 
of Mankind, does more ſhow itſelf than this. As 
we came into this World, ſo at God's Command we 
muſt remove into the World of Spirits, there for 
ever to dwell. We have no Acceſs to it before our 
removal to take a View of it, to converſe with the 
Inhabitants, or to learn their ſtate and manner of 
Exiftence, We are to depend IA 
neral Intimations God has giv'n us by the Ligbi of 
Nature, and in the Holy Scriptures ; — all 
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ed for the Sons of God ſhall be fully reveale 
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ichn tu, Nis Authority; und _refling; upon his 
© GoodneGs... ' A 
Bor as this Sovereignty does of right belong to, 


and well becomes the Supreme Mind; ſo when it's 


conſidered as in neceſſary Conjunction with infinite 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs, our Dependance upon it, tho“ 


abſolute, will give no Uneaſineſs. It does not i- 
deed appear what we ſhall be, we know not the 


Particulars of our future State and Lot : but know 
that if we are capable of the Bleſſings infinite Good- 


neſs 1s prepar'd to beſtow, we ſhall be very happy. 


For this we do not 1 only, upon the Goodneſs 
of God as made manifeſt by Reaſon and Nature, but 


as Chriftians, have his expreſs Promiſe, A Promiſe 
_ ratified by the Death and Reſurrection of our Sa- 
viour, and with which we ought to be fully ſatis- 
fied. Upon this we are to hazard our moſt impor- 


rant Intereſts, and our doing ſo is an Homage infinite- 


ty due to our Great Lord. *Tis what his Greatneſs, 


Grace, and Veracity moſt juſtly demand. Thus, 
the abſolute Sovereign y of God ceaſes to be ter- 
rible; and Dependance becomes our Choice, as well 
as Duty. 1 | 

Bur, tho' it does not yet appear what we ſhall 
be, the Apoſtle has giv'n us a moſt material Hint, 
and full of Comfort, to direct our Thoughts con- 
cerning the Nature of that Happineſs, which is re- 
ſerved for us. Ve know that when he ſoall appear, 


due ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. To 
be like God, is the higheſt Happineſs we are capable 
of. Wben be ſhall apppear; Theſe Words may be 
otherwiſe rendered, when it ſball appear. That is, 
 ovben it ſhall appear, or be manifeſted, what we ſhall 


be : Referring to the Time when the oP * 
; no 
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3 — 144 * $5 #3 4 


5 t 
no doubt is at the Day of Chrif*s Appearance. And 
ſo whether we underſtand the Words thus, or as 
our Tranſlators have render'd them, it makes no Va- 
riation as to the Time, nor indeed as to the Subject 
| ſpoken of. And if the Words be underſtood. to 
. fignify the Appearance of a Perſon to whom, it is 
ſaid, we ſhall be like; it is of no Moment whether 
we underſtand it as referring to God who is men- 
tion'd in the beginning of the Verſe, or as many 
Expoſitors think, to the Son of God, who is the 
Perſon: that ſhall viſibly appear at the Laſt Day, 
Theſe Expoſitors imagine that the Son may. be in- 
tended tho not m̃entioned; as in ver. 5. where 
the Perſon ſpoken of muſt be the Son, tho? he is 
not named in any of the Verſes preceeding. It is 
no matter, I ſay, to the preſent Argument, whether 
we refer it to the Father or the Son: For in being 
like to the Father we are like the Son, in being 
like the Son we are like the Father. The one is the 
Brightneſs of the other's Glory and the expreſs Image of 
bis P En ſon. ; 15 1 N * NA 8 $I WER n | WI 
Bur let us conſider how great à Thing it is to 
be lite God. Surely every believing: Mind muſt exult 
at the Thought. There are many Expreſſions in 
Scripture that labour, in repreſenting the future Hap- 
pineſs of the Righteous. But none of them can 
| more elevate our Sentiments of it than this. What 
can be imagin'd higher? How adorable the Grace 
that ſpeaks to us in this Strain, that allows us to 
hope ſuch Honour and Bliſs! 85 \ 
05 To the Queſtion, wherein this Likeneſs confifts 2 
| A full Anſwer is not to be expected, till Experience 
gives it. Our preſent Language and Thoughts, 
all, undoubtedly, much below the Dignity of the 
Fl Subject. But I ſhall in the remaining Part of this 
Diſcourſe, fuggeſt ſuch Things, as tho, they do not 
ee | amount 
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e s a particular. Explication z yet may be 
2 in the ſtrengthening our Deſires 20 
and quickning our Courſe to that high Advance» 
ment. 
Ir we take the Appearance here ſpoken. of to 
mean the Appearance of our Lord, who will come 
3» tbe Name and Glory of the Father to judge the 
World: We muſt, then, conſider the Sons of God 
s raiſed from their Graves, and bearing the Image 
of their Saviour, in the Form and Aſpe& of their 
Bodies, as well as in the Powers and Temper of their 
Minds.  Tho?. we. know little of the Structure, 
Compoſition, and Qualities of the raiſed Body; 
yet we know it will be like the Body of Chriſt. 
So the Apoſtle Paul has taught us, Phil. iii. 21. 
Abo ſball change our vile Bodies, that they. may be 
2 like _—_ glorious Body, r — 
working «whexeby- be is able, even, to ue: alf®things 
1 And this is farther ex ain'd, 1 Go. "1 
Xv. 35, — A. Rat forme Man will jay, how are the | 
Dead raiſed u Jed apy and —— what Body do — come Tas 
Fboi, that w oweſt is not quickned except it 
die. And — _ rt veſt, thou. ſoweſt not 
that Body that ſball bez but bare Grain, it may chance 
of Wheat, or of ſome other — But God giveth it 
4 Body as it bath pleaſed him, and to every Seed bis 
own Body. Ati: Fleſb is not the ſame Fleſh © bat there 
is 'one kind of Fleſb of Men, another of Beaſts, anos 
iber of Fiſbes, and another. of Birds. There are alſo 
celeſtial Bodies, and Bodies terrefirial : but the Glory 
& - the celeſtial is one, and the Glory of the terreſtrial 
it another. There is one Glory of the Sun, another 
| Glory of the Moon, and another Glory of the Stars; far 
| one Star differath from another Star, in E 
alſo is the Refurre@tion of | the Dead. # is. brow in 


. , it Is ͤ— it is ſown i 


Diſbonour, 


BU. 


SIE 77 5 EY hs CD TD Wo 


OS 


Diſhonour, it is raiſed i in Gly: it is ſown in Weak: 
neſs, ir i, raiſed in Power: it is ſown a natural Body, 3 
it is raiſed a ſpiritual Body, From theſe Expreſſions, 
it is plain, that the Body after the Reſurrection, 
will be very different from what it is now, It will 

be a ſpiritual Body, that is, admirably refin'd, hav- 
ing nothing in ir groſs and impure, or that tends 
to Corruption. Material it muſt be, but that Mat- 
ter may be in ſmall Quantity and wondrouſly ra- 


I Be It will be a glorious Body, probably have 


ome external Luſtre caſt upon it, that ſhall be very 


beautiful and pleaſing to the Eye. So it is ſown a 


natural, and raifed..a ſpiritual Body, ſown in Corrup- 
tion, raiſed in Incorruption, ſown in Diſhonour, raiſed * 
in Glory. And indeed if the Body did not undergo. 


great Changes at the Reſurrection, a wiſe Man would 


never deſire to ſee it. But tis pleat ng to think that 
by the Power of God, theſe known Lodgings of 
our Minds ſhall be ſo refitted, that our returning to 


the Poſſeſſion of them, will. increaſe our Happineſs. 
For fo, the Matter is always repreſented in Scrip- 


ture. It will be pleaſing to inhabit a Body, fo 
beautiful i in its Appearance, ſo exact in all its Frame 


as that no doubt will be. A Body moſt ſpiritful 


and active, healthful and vigorous, free from every 
thing groſs and unwieldy, from Sickneſs and Pain, 
Decay and grey Hairs. A Body that will never clogg 
or obſtruct the Mind in its nobleſt Operations; but 
prove a fit Inſtrument for them, and always in tune. 


Welcome the Fleſh, if it is in ſuch a Form; never 
20. be deſired if it is not. 


Bur indeed what bas been hitherto fad, is of 
ſmall Moment, when compar'd with the Perfection 
and Glory of Mind. The Mind is the Seat of Hap- 


pineſs. And as it might have been pleaſed and hap- 
P . God had ſo N without any Reſur- 


rection 


| ey 
rection of the Fleſh at all. So if i# were not happy, 
all the Splendors that would be caſt upon the Body, 
would ſignify nothing. It is being like God in 
o intellectual Powers and Temper, that's the great 
hing. : | 
Ir 2 manifeſt that there are ſome Attributes of 
the Divine Being, of which, Creatures the moſt ex- 
alred can bear no ſort of Reſemblance. Such are 
abſolute Eternity, neceſſary Exiſtence, Independence, Im- 
menſity, &e. which are incommunicable, But there 
are other Perfections, the Imitation of which we 
are inſtructed to endeavour, and in the Reſemblance 


of which, our higheſt Felicity muſt conſiſt. Theſe 


are ſumm'd up by this Apoſtle in two abſtract Epi- 


thets, which are indeed very glorious, viz. God is 
Light, and God is Love. In Light and Love his 
Children bear his Image. An Image that muſt fall 
infinitely ſhort of the glorious Pattern. For there 
is but one Perſon that is the Brightneſs of the Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Perſon. Vet how- 
ever faint the Reſemblance may be, when compar'd 
to abſolate Perfection; it is their Glory and Happi- 
neſs, the greateſt of which 955 are capable. 
Tuer that are acquainted with the ſacred Style, 
know, that the Term Light, is uſed not only, to 
ſigniſy Knowledge and Wiſdom, but Purity and 
Righteouſneſs. As Darkneſs, on the contrary is uſed 
to expreſs all kinds of /mmorality. Theſe Phraſes, 
taken in this Senſe, do fo frequently occur in the 
Holy Scriptures, that it is not neceſſary to name any 
particular Texts. And 'tis a way of ſpeaking that's 
very proper. For all Wickedneſs is originally ow- 
ing, in a great Meaſure, to Fncogitaney, or to Pre- 
judices that darken the Mind, and corrupt the Af- 
fections. As on t'other hand a juſt way of think- 
ing, and judging, muſt be attended with the gone” 


t 4 : 
and Practice of Virtue. While God, therefore, is 
ſaid to be Light, it means the perfect Purity of his 
Nature, as well as perfect W dom and Knowledge. 
And God is Love, a Being perfectly, and unchange- 
ably good and benevolent. His Image therefore in his 
Servants may be conceived to conſiſt, principally, 
in Parity, Knowledge, and Love, 

God is a Being infinitely pure and holy; incapa- 
ble of any moral Stain; of any thing unworthy of 
his own Nature. In this reſpe& good Men bear 
his Image, in ſome meaſure, in this Life. They are 
purified from the Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit. Re- 
newed in the Spirits of their Minds. Turned from 
Darkneſs unto Light, and. from the Power of Satan 
unto God, They have put off the Old Man with his 
 Luſis. And are created again unto good Works. Vet 
in the preſent State their Purity is not perfect. There 
are Remains of irregular Affections and Diſpoſitions. 
And they muſt be wonderfully advanced indeed, in 
Virtue and religious Obedience, that know no In- 
ſurrections of Appetite and Deſire, againſt Reaſon 
and Conſcience; no Irregularities of Imagination 
or Paſſion. Where is ſuch a Character to be found? 

Will it not always, in this Life, hold true, that in 
many things we offend all ? But the Children of Wiſ⸗ 
dom are allowed to hope, for perfect Holineſs in the 
World to come. That all the Affections ſhall be 
pure and regular. That nothing ſhall be done, no- 
thing ſaid, nothing thought or imagined, unworthy 
of Reaſon, and that will not ſtand the ſtricteſt Scru- 

tiny of Conſcience. This ſeems to be fundamental 
to human Felicity. So far as any moral Agent is guil- 
ty, fo far he muſt be wretched. Wretched from 


| - himſelf, tho” there were no other Power to be ap- 


prehended, no other Judge but his own Conſcience. 
If the Servants of the Redeemer were imperfect in 
MS 7 p>inr 
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| _ of Morality, they muſt be fo in Happineſs. 
ut how pleaſing muſt it be, to enjoy unſpotted 
Innocence, and the Tranquility thar 3 from 
it! How pleaſing to think, that to Eternity we 
mall never err in our Counſels, or Actions; never 
be guilty of any culpable Negligence, any Tranſ- 
greſſion! Ingenuous Minds find nothing fo painful 
to them, as their moral Infirmities; and that State 
muſt be Heav'n, where theſe ſhall diſquiet them no 
more, This, I fay, is fundamental to the Happi- 
neſs of ſuch a Being as Man. For without it, he 
cannot be rhorougly pleaſed with himſelf, and ſo can 
have no perfect Fruition of any thing. With it he 
has the Approbation of his own Heart, and ſo is 
prepar'd to act with Freedom and Eaſe; and to en- 
joy the Pleaſures of Exiſtence, in their moſt delight- 
tul and ſatisfying Reliſhes. 

THE ſecond thing mention'd in which this Re- 
ſemblance may be ſuppos'd to conſiſt, is Knowledge. 
Chriſtians are ſaid to be renewed in Knowledge, after 
the Image of God. In that Knowledge principally 
which is of the moral and therefore of the moſt uſeful 
Kind. Altho' no fort of it, that can any way con- 
tribute to the Perfection and Happineſs of human 
Nature, is to be excluded. There is a very obvious 
Connexion between Purity of Mind and Knowledge, 
and they have a manifeſt Influence upon each o- 
ther. Purity of Taſte prepares the Mind for re- 
ceiving and delighting in the Knowledge of the 
Truth. And the Knowledge of the Truth greatly 
contributes to Purity of Taſte. A pure Mind is a 
proper Habitation for Truth, And indwelling Truth, 
cannot fail of purifying the Mind. But when we 
ſpeak of Knowledge as a part of our Reſemblance 
to God ; we mult confider that God's Underſtanding 
is infinite. How faint then the Reſemblance that 

any 
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any Creature can, in this reſpect, bear to him ! How 


narrow the Mind of the higheſt. Angel, when com- 


pared to Divinity ! How much lels conſiderable, 


the Knowledge of the molt perfect, much leſs ſtill, 
of the lower Multitudes of Mankind, in this amaz- 
ing Compariſon ! Vet even in ſuch low Degrees of 

Knowledge, how much Pleaſure ! Turn to any. kind 
of Science, even that which ſeems to be moſt in- 


ſignificant, and in its own Nature, the leaſt enter- 


taining ; yet how much do thoſe that are diſtin- 
guiſh'd by it, value themſelves and rejoyce in the 


Poſſeſſion! And if Knowledge that has ſo little En- 


tertainment in it, is yet fo pleaſing to them that 
have it; how much more muſt that be, which is 
of the moſt ſublime, and therefore of the moſt en- 
tertaining Kind! Minds ſo enriched, have quite 
different Sentiments, and ſeem to live and act in a 


very different Spbere from others. They have more 
refined Pleaſures and in a richer Abundance. But 
indeed all that Mortals can know is but little. The 
preſent, does not ſeem to be a State, fitted for our 


attaining much Knowledge. Our Powers are nar- 


row. We are all our Lives, confin'd to this little 
_ Globe. Our Lives are ſhort. Our neceſſary Avo- 


cations many, and the greater part of Mankind have 
little or no Opportunity. It ſeems rather to be 


- the great Buſineſs of this Life, to cultivate the good 


Affections. This is what Reaſon, what our Bibles 
principally aim ar. Here our induſtrious Applica- 
_ will be atttended with great and ſure Suc- 
cels. | 
Bur tho' Knowledge does not ſeem to have 
been intended for our principal Purſuit upon Earth, 
yet we may taſte ſo much of it as to convince us, 


_ thar "tis a moſt pleaſing Endowment, and neceſlary 
to the compleat Happineſs of Mankind. *Tis the 


prop cr 


„„ 
proper Happineſs of intelligent Beings. Can't we 
readily name a great many things at preſent veiled 
from us, that it would be exquiſite Pleaſure to know 
thoroughly. How delightful then that State where 
we ſhall know even as we are known ! Almoſt every 
thing is now a Myſtery to us, there we hope to 
find, at leaſt many things, clear and plain. The 
material and intellectual Worlds lying equally open. 
The paſt Works of God explain'd, and his glorious 
Deſigns unfolded in another manner than they are 
now. And in ſuch Vaſtneſs of Matter for our Con- 
templation, what a pleaſing, what inconceivable Pro- 
ure will Eternity of Exiſtence, allow us to make ! 
An Eternity in which we hope our Minds will 
de enlarged, our Faculties prompt, Memories ſuffi- 
ciently retentive; nothing to obſtruct our. Enqui- 
ries, and in which we expect to find the nobleſt 
Teachers. | „ 

W can name ſome diſtinguiſh'd Characters in 
the preſent Age, we can name many in the paſt, 
that have appeared in the World, as of a ſuperior 
Order, and ſent into it, for the Inſtruction and En- 
tertainment of Mankind. What a Profuſion of 
Reſpect is paid by all Men of Taſte to ſuch Cha- 
racters and Memories! What a pleaſing Senſe muſt 
they themſelves, be ſuppos'd to have of their ad- 
vanced Knowledge, and the Benefit that has ac- 
cru d to their Species And does it not give us 
great Pleaſure to imagine, that in the Heav'nly 

World the Crouds of Mankind, ſhall. be able not 
only to equal, but probably very much to excel all ſuch 
Attainments. That the higheſt Advances in Science 
made in our World, ſhall be look'd down upon by 
every Learner in the Heav'nly One. There we 
may reaſonably believe, all have Opportunity, all 
have Faculties, all have Taſte. Knowledge is a” 
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rained without Labour and Toil. And, whiek is 
ſtill more conſiderable, Men ſhall be free from all 

thoſe Weaknefles and Prejudices, which in the pre- 
ſent State of Things, ſo often betray them into 
Error. W hat Proficiency may not be hop'd, with 
Sch Advantage? EE FEY 
AN attentive Reader is very much furpriz'd, with 
the ſublime Things that are found in the Writings 
of ſome Great Men, eſpecially in the facred Wri- 
tings. How are we affected, when Moſes with fo 
much Majeſiy and Simplicity, deſcribes the Genera- 
tion of a Univerſe ! When David ſings the Praiſes 
of his God and Saviour ! When Solomon lays 'open 
to us, the inmoſt of our own Natures ! When 
Iſaiah paints the Glories of Zion and her Redeemer / 
When Paul and John carry us into the deep Myſte- 
ries of Grace and Love! But are they nor infpir'd 
now, do they not know, could they not teach' in 
another Manner ? And thoſe great Men, of ſeveral 
Ages, that have ſpent their Time in philoſophical 
 #ngquiries, how much more do they know now, and 
what different Lectures could they read? And ſhall 
we not in due time learn all this? Would it be 
Heav'n, if we could not? Let us for a little leave 
this low World of ours, its reſtleſs Labours and poor 
Entertainments, and think what they are doing a- 
bove, where primeval Light and Truth have filled 
every Soul. How generous and liberal their Sen- 
timents ! How elevated and noble their Devotion! 
How rich and finiſh'd their Entertainments. And 
ſuppoſing, they retain the Genius they had upon 
Earth (as it is moſt probable they do) how far and 
deep have the philoſophical Enquiries of Solomon 
reach'd ! How full is Paul of the Counſels and 
Contrivances of Divine Wiſdom and Grace! And 
what a Spirit muſt the Beloved Diſcaple breath, who 


ſeems even upon Earth to act the Seraph in the 
Sublimeneſs of his Thoughts, as well as the Ardors 
of his Love. I own they that can think of an E- 
ternity of encreaſing Knowledge, without Emotion, 
muſt be ſunk very low, and are the Reproaches of 
our Nature. They ſeem to be void of Mind, that 
have no Taſte of the chief Pleaſures of it. Bleſſed 
World ! where the admirable Powers and Faculties 
of Mind, unclogg'd by Fleſh, ſhall have Opportu - 
nity of exerting: themſelves to the utmoſt, and be 
capable of Progreſs, that probably knows no End. 
Our Hopes of this State are the only effectual Re- 
medy for the Anxiety we now feel, on account of 
the Loſs of our Time, the Narrowneſs of our Minds, 
the Unfaithfulneſs of our Memories, and a thouſand 
| ee of that Kind, Eternity will make amends for 
Bur while our Imaginations are entertaining us 
with the infinite Variety of Objects, that will lie 
open to our Enquiries in che other World; the high 
Advances in Knowledge we may hope to make, and 
the Delight that ſhall attend them: The Intuition 
of God himſelf above all Things raiſes our Ex- 
pectation. Now we ſee through a Glaſs darkly, then 
ve ſhall ſee, Face to Face. Now we know in part, 
then ſhall we know as alſo we are known. Now we 
are abſent from the Lord,' then we ſhall be preſent with, 
and-ſee him as he is. Who can fully explain the Mean» 
ing of theſe, ſtrong Expreſſions? Who amongſt 
Mortals, can tell what it is to ſee God? Here our 
Minds tho' biggeſt with Hope, are ſtruck with 
religious Awe and forbid Imagination to uſe thoſe 
Liberties, that may be ſafely taken with other things. 
This however we are certain of, that of all the Ob- 
je&s of our Knowledge God is infinitely the moſt 
Excellent and Glorious, and that our Contempla- 
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tions of his Being and perfections, are the 3 5 


lighrful. We find it ſo, even when we ſee 3 
@ Glaſs darkly, But oh ! the pleaſing Aſtoniſh- 


ment, when God ſhall be ſeen as he is, When the 
Mind has free Acceſs to his incomprehenſible Glo- 


ries. When it ſhall be full of God, This is Know- 
ledge in its nobleſt Perfection, and muſt yield the 
molt ſincere Pleaſure. Whatever Delight, infinite 
Greatneſs and infinite Beauty can give, muſt be here 
enjoy'd to the full. But indeed to attempt any par- 


ticular Deſcription of this, wou'd be only to ſully 
the Subject, inſtead of explaining it, and to darken 


Counſel by Words ..without Knowledge. To theſe 
Thoughts concerning the Improvement of our Un- 


derſtandings in the other World, the very Frame . 


and Powers of our Minds, as well as ſeveral Hints 


given us in the ſacred Scriptures, ſeem to direct us; 


and if ſome things that have been ſaid ſhou'd, upon 


Examination, be found only conjectural, and without 


any Certainty; yet I hope nothing will be found 


abſurd, and inconſiſtent with the Principles of Rea» 


— 


ſon or Religion. 


Bur however Knowledge may be valu'd, yet 


there is ſomething ſtill more valuable, and without 


which Knowledge, even the moſt perfect, (if it 


were ſuppoſable that ſuch Knowledge could be with- 
out it) would give but ſmall Content, and that is 
Love. God is Love as well as Light, And his Chil- 


dren bear his Image in Benevolence as well as Know- 


ledge, Love is indeed the nobleſt part of the Re- 
ſemblance. All the moral Perfections of the Divine 


Being may be reduced to Goodneſs or Love. His 


Juſtice, his Faithfulneſs, his Mercy to the wretched, 


bis Delight in the good and happy, are only different 


Denominations of the ſame thing, as acting towards 
different Objects, 2 different Relations. And 


ſo : 
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ſo all the moral ſocial Virtues, may be ſumm'd up 
in Love, which is the fulfilling of the Law. In this 
does our Likeneſs to God principally conſiſt. Be 

Jou Followers of God as dear Children, and walk in 
Love, Eph. v. 1. And as perfect Knowledge in the 
Heav'nly World conduces greatly to the Happineſs 

of the bleſt Inhabitants, in many reſpects, ſo eſpecial- 
ly in this, that they will be perfectiy ſenſible of all mo- 
ral Obligations, and under the Influences of Truth, 
and vital Light poſſeſſing their Minds, invariably 
determin'd, to act according to them. When they 

- Know perfectly, they will perfectly love. When 

Mens Minds are purified from every Prejudice and 
ſee clearly, they will then be capable of thinking 
and acting, towards the Objects about them, ac- . 
cording to their real Nature. And ſo will admire 
and love what is excellent and amiable, and moſt ad- 

mire and love what is moſt ſo. In ſuch a State of 
the Mind with what Wonder and Love, will Men 
converſe with the Divine Being? When infinite 

Excellency and Grace are ſeen in a proper Light, 
how will the Spirit be attracted? With what Force 

will the natural Tendency of it, to what is great and 

lovely, exert itſelf? Again, how will Men in this 

State adore and love him that was dead and is alive 
again; the Lamb fo divinely glorious, ſo nearly 
related to them, and to whom they owe ſo much? 
How pleaſed will ſuch a Mind be in Crouds of An- 
gels and perfected Saints, where all is Love: where 
there is nothing ſoure, nothing zealous, nothing 

 Offenfive, nor ever can be. - 
Loves is the great Source of Delight, and with- 

out which we can have no Pleaſure in any thing. 
This we learn from Experience, and that our De- 
light in any Object is always in Proportion to the 

Love we bear to it. And if ſo, with what wh” 
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ſhall we enjoy the Societies above? Eſpecially, how 
great muſt the Delight be, in a State where the 
Mind is conſtantly tending to the moſt excellent 
of all Objects, with the greateſt poſſible Feryour ? 


Who can tell to what Extaſies of Joy, this will 


carry Men? Such Love is perfectly rational, and 


therefore as laſting, as fervent. It's a Love, the 
Exerciſe of which nothing can happen, that ſhall 
interrupt. And it will always meet with the moſt. 


gracious Returns. The Pleaſure therefore that ſprings 
trom it, as it is exquiſite, muſt be moſt ſincere and 


permanent, And while it fills the Mind with Joy 


and Satisfaction, will at the ſame time more and 
more aſſimilate it to the glorious Object. To come 
to a Concluſion of this Head of Diſcourſe, in Know- 


ledge, Purity, and Benevolence, the Reſemblance 


of God may be ſuppoſed chiefly to conſiſt. And 


you fee how theſe tend to make us happy. I may 
add that when we are like God, in them, we ſhall 
have the nobleſt Largeneſs and Freedom of Spirit, 


moſt pleaſing Self-approbation, find ourſelves raiſed to 


an Independence on all low and groſs Delights, exal- 
ted to the very Perfection of our Natures, and be at 


eternal Reſt. + 0 
1 SHALL in the laſt Place endeavour to explain 
to you the Apoſtle's Reaſoning, When he ſball ap- 


pear, we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as be 


75s. Thele Words are capable of two Senſes. Ei- 
ther they ſignify, that the Viſion of God ſuppoſes 
that we are already made like him, as a Preparation 
tor our ſeeing him. Or they mean, that this Viſion 
is the Cauſe of our being made more perfectly like 


him. Both / theſe are true. Our Aſſimilation to 
God in ſome meaſure is neceſſary to prepare us for 
che Viſion of him. Impurity cannot ſtand in his 


Preſence. Nor have the unholy Eyes to ſee him, 
G2: 1 
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they cannot diſcern his Excellency, nor are they 
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capable of deligbting in God. And fo the Apoſtle 
might very juſtly argue that if the Servants of God, 
are to fee him as he is, they muſt be aſſimilated to 
him, as a neceſſary Preparation for it. 


Bor many think the other is the true Meani = 
of the Words, viz. That the Viſion of God is the 


Caufe of our becoming more perfectiy like him. His 
Servants bear his Image, in ſome meaſure in this 
Life. But no doubt the Perfection of Holineſs to 
Which they ſhall attain hereafter, is in Degree much 
above any Progreſs they can make upon Earth. 
And there is Reaſon to aſcribe this to the Viſion of 
God, as the Cauſe of it. That Viſion is no doubt 


of a transforming Power and Influence. For illuſtrat- 


ing this, conſider what is meant by ſeeing God, Sure- 
ly, tho* we cannot particularly deſcribe or explain 
this, (which as I already obſerved nothing but Ex- 
Pertence can do) we may venture to ſay, that it does 
not mean, principally, the Viſion of any external 
Glory or Majeſty, which has bur little relation to 
Mind, And that it rather ſignifies a juſt Diſcernment 
of Divine Excellency and Grace. A Diſcernment of that 
in which Divinity does truly conſiſt. And muſt not 
Clear and unprejudic'd Views of this, have a mighty 


Influence upon the Mind. What is the great, im- 
mediate, Cauſe of any Man's Converfion in the pre- 


ſent State, from a ſinful Courſe of Life, to true Ho- 
lineſs? Is it not the opening the Eyes of the Mind, 
to ſee the Beauty and Advantages of it? And the 
more Men ſee of this, are they not the more firmly 
attach'd to Religion? And if we had perfect Views 
of this, and things appearing always in the ſame 
perfect Light, muſt we not be perfectly holy ? 
Now if our ſeeing God as he is, means amongſt o- 
ther things, our ſecing Wiſdom, — 

„ i Purity 
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Purity and Benevolence in the higheſt poſſible Per- 
fection and Glory. Muſt nor this have great In- 
fluence? Can we ſee them without admiring and 


loving? Can we ſo admire and love without becoming 


Zike 2 Is not this the very Frame of our Nature, that 
we (even inſenſibly often) imitate any Character we 


admire? And does it not explain the Influence of 
Viſion, in aſſimilating the Mind, to an Object, in- 
finitely more to be admired, than all others. The 
more Men ſee of God in this Life, the more like 
him they become. But in truth the Vievs we have 
of him now, are comparatively, very obſcure: and 
imperfect. And therefore can have no ſuch Influ- 
ence, as the immediate Intuition of the Divine Pre- 
ſence. They that are prepar'd for that, ſhall fee 
God as he is: See him in a manner they never ſaw 
him before, admire, and feel the attractive Power of 


Divine Excellency and Grace as they never felt it 


before, and fo their Aſſimilation to God ſhall he pro- 


portionably more glorious. It will be eaſy for the 


attentive Reader to apply what has been ſaid in ge- 
neral, of the transforming Power of the beatific 
Viſion, to thoſe Particulars in which the Likeneſs 


of God has been ſhewn to conſiſt; and to ſee how - 


it tends to perfect Men in ſacred Knowledge and 


| Wiſdom, in Purity and holy Love. 80 I ſhall nog {| 


farther inſiſt on this «oo e7 
Bur by way of Improvement of the Subj 


recommend it to your ſerious Notice, that the Per- 

ſeons intitled to this Honour and Happineſs, are the 
Sons of God. Perſons who in ſome meaſure are 

Partakers of a Divine Nature; who are born again, 


and by the transforming Powers of the Goſpel and 
Spirit of Chriſt, have become new Creatures. They 


ſce the Deformity and Danger of moral Evil, hate, 


and endeavour with conſtant Care to avoid, hg 
TE Ss NE = : ſtain 
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ſtain from it. They mourn for the Tranſgreſſions 
into which they have been at any time betray'd, and 
the moral Infirmities of their Minds, with ſincere 
Grief. They cordially love Virtue and Goodneſs, 
And deſire nothing ſo much as a State of perfect 
Innocence and Holineſs. They ſet themſelves with 
Diligence to the Performance of their Duty, with- 
out Exception to any of the Laws of God. They 
are mortified to this World, and chooſe the Bleſſings 
of the Goſpel- Covenant as their Inheritance. By 
the Love of God and Mankind, they are formed 
for the Exerciſes and Entertainments of the Hea- 
venly World. And humbly rely upon the Mercy 
of God, through the Redeemer for their Admiſſion 
into it. Theſe are the Characters of the Sons of 
God, and it may be of much Uſe to us, to com- 
pare our preſent State and Temper with them; that 
ve may judge what our future State is like to be. 

- .. Le T me likewiſe recommend to your Thoughts, 
the Reflection this inſpired Writer makes, in the 
Verſe immediately following my Text. Every one 
that has this Hope purifies himſelf even as he is pure. 
Our Hope of the beatific Viſion has a manifeſt 
Tendency to purify our Hearts and Lives. For 
Hope plainly Implies Defre. «A Deſire proportion- 
able, to the Excellency and Importance of the Good 
| hoped for. And where there is Deſire, there muſt: 
be Taſte for the Good defired. And where that 
Taſte prevails, contrary Inclinations cannot have place. 
So that this Hope in its own Nature, tends to fup=- - 
preſs every impure Diſpoſition. And therefore Ho- 
lineſs is the certain Effect of it. | | 

FARTHER, as Purity is the natural Fruit of 
this Hope, ſo indeed tis the neceſſary Foundation for 
it, The pure in Heart ſhall ſee God. No others are 
capable of the Viſion. And the more we are diſ- 

| . 5 tinguiſh'd 
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tinguiſh'd by moral Purity, the more juſt and aſ- 
ſured our Hopes will be. And thus the Hope of 
ſeeing God and Purity of Life, have an admirable, 


mutual Influence, in ſtrengthening and confirming 


each other. 'The more enlarged and comfortable 
our Hopes, the purer ſhall our Affections and Lives 
be; and the purer our Affections and Lives, the 
larger and more comfortable our Hopes. So let the 
Servants of the Redeemer go on, in purifying them- 
ſelves more and more, ſupported and encouraged by 
the pleaſing Conſolations of Hope; till that ſhall 
2 loſt, and their Purity perfected, in the Viſion of 
LAST Lv, I have in this Diſcourſe laid before 
you, what is the proper Conſolation of Chriſtians, 
mourning over the Corpſes and Graves of their de- 
ceaſed Friends. They are not to ſorrow as Perſons 
that have no Hope. For if they believe that Chriſt 
died and roſe again, they have Reaſon alſo to believe, 
that them that ſleep in Jeſus, God will bring with him. 
Our Friends that die in the Lord, are not loſt to the 


great Purpoſes of their God and Redeemer. They 


are not loſt to the intelligent Creation. They are 
not loſt to themſelves. On the contrary go into a 
State, in which they attain to a higher Perfection 
of their Powers and Faculties, and are capable of 

nobler Exerciſes and Felicity, than could be hop'd 
on Earth. They depart that they may be with Chriſt, 
which is far better for them than to continue in the 


Body. And at the great Day of Chriſt's Appear- 


ance, having received their Bodies from the Grave, 
ſpiritual and incorruptible, they ſhall joyfully affiſt 
in the Triumphs of their Lord, and thenceforth, 
for ever, live with him, in the moſt perfect State. 
Wx have Reaſon to hope this concerning your 
Late Paſtor, Mr. Hus Scor ; whoſe * 
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from our World, cauſes to you, and to many others, 
moſt ſenſible Grief. A Man whom upon the leaſt 
Acquaintance, one could not but like; and who 
the longer and more intimately he was known, was 
the more loved and eſteemed. 8 
H was happy in a very uncommon Sweetneſs 
of Temper, in which there was an Evenneſs and 
= Conftancy, that made his Friends ſure of finding 
bim, juſt what they left him. He had much Mo- 
dieſty, attended with all that innocent Compliance with 
- the Temper and Way of others, that is ſo neceſſary 
to render Society agreeable, His Behaviour was eaſy 
and free, yet circumſpect and exact. His Conver- 
fation tho chearful, very remote from culpable Le- 
=P and Impertinence, He was a Perſon of a can- 
did Spirit, and friendly Diſpoſitions. Never ſevere 
in his Remarks upon Mens Weakneſſes, nor un- 
willing to do Juſtice to their Virtues. Manifeſting 
in all his Converſation, a great Regard to Juſtice and 
Truth, and a very benevolent Temper. There was 
remarkable Diſcretion in his Conduct, which ſpoke 
not only a good Judgment, but a greater Knowledge 
of the World than cou'd well have been expected 
in one of his en 3. On. 
His Life, which is great Happineſs, was free 
from Blame, few have come through the dangerous 
Years of Childhood and Youth ſo unſpotted, and 
made their firſt Appearances in the World with ber- 
o 5 | 
He ſeemed to have true Sentiments, and Im- 
preſſions of Religion upon his Mind; which ap- 
pear'd in a careful Abſtinence from all Appearance 
of Evil, a great Deference to the Will of God, 
and a firm Truſt in hing. | 
 » CoN$1DER'D as a Scholar, he had a good Genius; 
a clea and correct way of thinking; and was 1 
== | | muc 
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much acquainted with the more uſeful Parts of that 
kind of Literature, that ſuited his Station and Cha- 
racter, as could be expected from one of his Stand- 
ing. . 
HE underſtood the Principles of natural Religion, 
and of Chriſtianity very well. He had a thorough 
Knowledge of the Evidences by which the Chriſtian 
Religion is proved to be of Divine Iuſtitutiun. And 
ſeem'd to have very juſt Sentiments concerning the 
great Deſign of it, viz. to raiſe Human Nature from 
irs Decays and Ruins 3 to reſtore it to its proper Per- 
fection in holy Light and Love; and to the Happineſs 
that muſt — from them, which is the greateſt ſuch 
a Nature can enjoy. Concerning the Mediation of 
Chriſt as the nobleſt Means of ſerving this End, and 
of reconciling and bringing us near to God. 
Concerning the Tendency of the other peculiar Doct- 
rines and Precepts of Chriſtianity, to promote true 
Worth and Goodneſs, and to prepare Men for Heav'n. 
Judging of the Importance of them by this Tendency, 
and the manifeſt Influence of them, in producing 
vital Holineſs, and Love. ER 
H choſe it as his Buſineſs in Life, to each this 
Religion; and engaged in it with great Advantage, 
from the Integrity of his former Life, and the En- | 
dowments of Mind, wherewith it pleaſed God to 
favour him. His Sermons were eaſy and correct. 
His Stile polite, and his Delivery engaging. He 

had the Faculty of joining Strength of Argument, 

with a very perſuaſive Manner and graceful Addreſs. 

His publick Performances, all acknowledge, were 
never mean, and often exceeded the Expectation of 
his Friends. They were generally upon Subjects of 
the greateſt Importance to practical Religion, and 
therefore the beſt fitted to edify the Hearers, while 
they ſhew'd at the ſame _ the Seriouſneſs of his 
D. own 
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own Spirit. It is not to be wonder'd at, that a 
Perſon of ſuch Endowments, and whom Providence 
had ſo much countenanc'd, ſhould quickly acquire a 
conſiderable Reputation. He was eſteem'd much 
by the beſt Judges. And had the Happineſs to be 
; poke well of by all till very lately. You know the 
Turn “ in his Liſe, that gave Occaſion to the uſing 
ſome unjuſt Freedom with his Character. This he 
bore with Silence. And fo his Friends well may, 
now that himſelf is gone. But I hope Men that 
think deliberately, however formerly prejudic'd, will 
upon the Part he ated, make this juſt Reflection, 
viz. That the Side he took, is not ſo bad, but that 
a Man of ſound Judgment, and unblemiſh'd Integ- 
rity, may think it his Duty to be of it. What 
he did, was not done raſhly, but with great Delibe- 
ration. It was apparent from his Circumſtances, 
and I think, all confeſs, it could not be owing to 
temporal Motives; and himſelf teſtified, it was with 
the perfect Approbation of his own Conſcience ; 
which as ſeverals know, he enjoy'd to the laſt. Is 
it not natural to hope, that ſuch an Event, may help 
to beget Charity, to ſome, that have been long ſuſ- 
pected, and evil ſpoken of? 


Bur, Jet no Man glory in Men. He came forth, 


indeed as 4 Flower; a very beautiful one, but z5 cut 
doum rather worn out, by a Diſtemper very lingring 
and extremely painful. In the bearing of which, 
and ſome Methods uſed for bis Recovery, which 


- 
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* As this Sermon may perhaps fall into the Hands of ſome, 
who will not underſtand what is meant by this; it may be fic to 
let the Reader know, that Mr. S co r left the ſynodical Aſſocia- 
tion, in which Subſcription to the Veſtminſter- Confeſſion is require 
ed as a Term of Miniſterial Communion ; and join'd himſelf to 
the Presbytery of Antrim, who are in Principle againſt the im- 

poſing, of any ſuch Subſcription, = 
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are generally accounted ſhocking, he diſcoverd moſt 
magnanimous Reſolution and Patience. No Com- 
plaint was heard from him; ſave that exquiſite Pain, 


in the laſt Stages of his Diſorder, forced him to 
moan. But even. then, never a Word unworthy of 
a Chriſtian. In the Intervals of his Pain, when he 
was capable of converſing with his Friends, he diſ- 
cover'd the ſame eaſy and fatisfy'd Spirit, the ſame 
obliging Temper, and the ſame Smile far upon his 
Countenance, that us'd to recommend him in his beſt 


Days. In thoſe Intervals, he expreſs'd the atmoſt 


Deference to the Wiſdom and Will of Gon, great 
Submiſſion to his Providence, and Truſt in his Good- 


nels, With much Modeſty expreſſing his Hopes, 


that if it ſhould pleaſe God to remove him by Death, 
it would be well with him. In many Converſations 


with him upon this Subject, I found this the Diſpo- 
ſition of his Mind. At laſt the Relief he often pray d 


for came. The Great Command was giv'n, that diſ- 
entangled him from Body and Pain, at oncdeQ. 
You in this Society, had but a Taſte of thoſe 


Miniſtrations, from which you hop'd ſo much Plea- 


fare and Advantage. His Death is a very grievous 
Stroke to you, and to the Aſſociation of Miniſters, 
under whoſe Care you are. The Providence of GoD 


has of late afflicted us very much. *Tis but a few 
Months ſince we loſt a Member that was accounted _ 


by many, an Ornament, not to us only, but to human 


Nature. And now another of very conſiderable 
Hopes, cut off in the Morning of Life and Uſeful- 
nels, I heartily pray that all concern'd may make a2 


proper Improvement of theſe afflicting Events. In 
the mean time, let none charge God fooliſhly. Clouds 
and Darkneſs, may be round about him, yet Judgment 


and Fuſlice are the Habitation of his Throne, Mercy and bY 


Truth go before his Face. It ought to be an incon- 
13 „ teſted, 
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teſted Principle with us, that what God does, is the 
Fitteſi and beſt, that can be done. This is the great 
Reſt of a believing Mind in all Events. And it we 
let it go, we can have no ſecure Enjoyment of our- 
ſelves, no ſtable Hope or Satisfaction in any thing. 
Let us always think well of Divine Providence, and 
Inſtead of vainly attempting a particular Interpretation 
of the ſeveral afflicting Steps of it; let us conſider 
them all as intended to quicken us in our Chriſtian 
Courſe, and by the Exerciſe of true Repentance, and 
Holineſs of Life, to bring us nearer to God. In 
ſuch an Improvement of them, we cannot poſſibly 
err. For we ſhall anſwer the great Deſign of them. 
And if we do ſo, we ſhall be ſafe, and may be eaſy, 
_ tho” we cannot penetrate into the particular Reaſons 
of the Divine Conduct, or the particular Purpoſes 
that are to be ſerved, by the Events that come to paſs. 
© WHATEVER Loſſes we have of late ſuſtained, 
let us till believe, that God knows how to ſerve his 
_ own Deſigns, and carry on his Work. He can find 
it Inſtruments for it. Let us endeavour to do our 
Duty, and leave all Iſſues and Events to him, to whom 
the determining of them does of right belong. 
Le me particularly, recommend to you, my 
Brethren, a Converſation that becomes the Goſpel : Peace 
among pour einer And Unanimity in your future 
. Counſels ; 'with fervent Pray'r to God, that you may 
be directed to the Choice of a Paſtor, that ſhall feed 
vou with Knowledge and Diſcretion: and rightly divide 
7o you the Word of H. 
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